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Nevertheless, there were those who 
would not be turned aside. Hardy were 
they, and stout of heart, and they took 
the roads through the storm, beneath 
skies as dark as iron, with rain upon 
their faces and the wind striving to tear 
the cloaks from their shoulders. 

Over the stony ways of the Burren they 
came, until at last they reached the 
stone hall and found shelter within its 
walls.

And when they had gathered, they looked upon one another and Prince Michéal spake thusly:
"Shall we turn back because the heavens are angry? Shall we abandon the contest because the 
sea roars? Shall the storm decide who shall wear the Coronet of Insulae Draconis?"

And the answer was given:

"Nay!"

For the tournament would be held.

So it was that the field of combat was sought out and prepared. Yet the wind was fierce upon the 
open ground, and the rain fell without mercy. Therefore did the marshals and those charged with 
the keeping of the lists seek a place where the wrath of Beola might be lessened. And they found 
a grassy place beneath the lee of the stone hall, where the walls stood firm against the storm’s 
blast.

There were some among the watchers who, possessing wisdom greater than their enthusiasm, 
took refuge behind the glass windows, and there beheld the deeds of arms from a place of 
warmth and safety.

But the mighty rulers Michéal and Gwerful, the doughty 
Baron and Baroness of Eplaheimr, the gathered consorts and 
other hardy souls were not so easily persuaded to abandon 
their station. They took up their cloaks, the thickest and 
warmest that could be found, drew them close about 
themselves, and stood forth to witness the contest. For it 
was not fitting that those who sought the coronet should 
face the storm alone.

And there stood the fighters, armed and ready, with the rain 
upon their helms and the wind tugging at their tabards. 
Before them lay the field; above them the raging heavens; 
and around them the gathered company, who had come 
despite the wrath of the elements.

Then did the Marshals call the Lay-on, and the first blows 
struck.
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Great was the thunder of weapons upon shields, and great the cries of those who watched. The 
warriors pressed against one another, and each sought to overcome the other by strength, by skill, 
and by cunning.

But Beola, seeing that the gathering had not been broken, sent forth another assault. The rain 
beat harder upon the lists, and the wind swept across the field, seeking to unseat the fighters and 
drive them from their purpose.

Yet the combatants stood firm. Here shall they shall be named: Agnes, Erin and Etienne, may their 
word-fame ever endure.

And such was the strength of those who contended, and so evenly were they matched, that the 
rounds passed without any one warrior establishing mastery over the rest. Each had their victory, 
and each their defeat; none could claim the field as their own. Again and again did they meet, and 
again and again was the contest brought to a balance.

Thus was the deadlock maintained.

Until at length the third round was reached, and there the fortunes of battle began to turn.

For two among the fighters had distinguished 
themselves above the rest, and it was ordained 
that these should advance to the final contest.

One was Viscountess Agnes, steadfast of heart 
and sure of hand. The other was Viscount 
Etienne, a warrior of renown, whose courage 
had been proven upon many fields.

And the company gathered closer, for all knew 
that the hour of decision had come.

Now it appeared as though Beola herself seemed to lean over 
the combatants, eager to see the outcome of the contest and 
the discomfort of the gathered populace.

But the two champions gave no heed to her.

They faced one another, and the final combat began.

Blow answered blow, and stroke answered stroke. Each sought 
an opening in the other's defence, and neither would yield the 
advantage lightly. Once, twice, three times were they called to 
meet in the contest, and the gathered company watched with 
breath held fast.

And when the count was made, it was found that Viscountess 
Agnes had prevailed in all three bouts out of the five that were 
sought.

Thus was victory hers!
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And a great cry arose from the company, for a thing had been accomplished that had not been 
accomplished before in all the annals of the Principality.

For Agnes had become the first Princess by Right of Arms of Insulae Draconis!

Let this deed be remembered, and let none say that the storm drove all before it, for there upon 
the western shore, beneath the roaring heavens, a Princess had been made by the strength of her 
own sword arm.

Then in hall, did Agnes and Aodh come forth and were proclaimed successors to Prince Michéal 
and Princess Gwerful, and the earth of the very field upon which the combat had been fought was 
gathered and prepared. With this earth were they anointed, and it was laid upon them as a chrism 
of the land itself, that they might bear the mark of the ground upon which their right had been 
won.

For they had not gained their station in warm sunshine, nor beneath a gentle sky untouched by 
the tempest, but upon the sod and stone of Eplaheimr, where the winds had tested them and the 
rain had witnessed their deeds.

And the people rejoiced.

Fires were kindled in the halls, and their warmth drove back the chill 
of the storm. The tables were laden, the drinking horns were filled, 
and the company gave thanks that they had endured the trials of 
the journey and lived to see the investiture of their new rulers.

Yet the deeds of the weekend were not ended.

For there remained further contests of arms, and those who had not 
been satiated by the great tournament found fresh opportunities to 
prove themselves.

A dagger tournament was held in the halls to delight the storm-
bound multitude, fierce and keen, in which the combatants 
displayed their skill at close quarters, and the watchers cried out at 
each turn of fortune. 
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But Beola had not yet surrendered all claim to the land.

Throughout the night her winds continued to rage, and her rain continued to fall. Yet the walls of 
the hall stood firm, the fires burned, and the company remained gathered together, waiting for the 
day when the heavens might relent.

And behold, when morning came, the storm had at last been 
vanquished.

The clouds withdrew, the winds abated, and the land was granted 
a brief peace. Then did the archers take their bows and go forth, 
for at last the skies permitted that ancient art to be practised. 
Arrows flew, and bowstrings sang, and the targets bore witness to 
yet more feats of skill. At that time there was rapier play also, 
swift and intricate, wherein the blades flashed like lightning across 
the field.

Thus was Beola overcome, not by any single warrior, but by the 
steadfastness of all who had gathered at Coronet of the Dead.

Ah, yet let no bard be so foolish as to recount the deeds 
of warriors while neglecting those who sustained them! 
The stewards, the Marshals, the helpers and the gracious 
presiding courtesy of the Baron and Baroness of 
Eplaheimr.  And last, but not least, the cooks who had 
laboured mightily, and their craft was no less essential to 
the success of the gathering. They had taken provisions 
and transformed them into a feast worthy of kings and 
queens, and their works brought delight to every 
stomach within the hall.

Verily it was said amongst the company that while Agnes 
had conquered the lists, the cooks had conquered all who 
sat at table.

And none disputed this judgement.

So let it be recorded in the chronicles of Insulae Draconis 
and Eplaheimr, that such were the deeds done in those 
days. 

In Witness from behind the glass

Text Credit:
Baroness Melisende Fitzwalter

Photo Credits:
Lord Keir of Eplaheimr
Lady Erin Volya
Baroness Melisende Fitzwalter
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https://www.instructables.com/General-Steps-to-Sand-Casting/
https://eirny.com/2015/02/16/casting-metal-soapstone-molds-part-1/
https://castandcurio.com.au/blog/pewter-casting-for-beginners.html
https://medievalfoundry.wordpress.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawVWqQdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBwZG9mBWJyaWQRMFBOaXlXVVV3WHNGVWRCaTVzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEf9MIdyGNdWC78kiDKpsAq9lsMzA4BmotYHZxhUO2mnxb8dTCD3boQzqWVXRE_aem_fTapULqYbFkWTUlTVX-rWA
https://www.thecrucible.org/guides/metalworking/lost-wax-casting/
https://membermojo.co.uk/scauk


��������

���	�����

���������	�����������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

���������������������� ������������!�������"�#$�����%�����������������#��	��&'��������
�����������������������������

�(���)�����*�������� ���*+,����#���������"�������-.������������(���)�����������������������

��/���/����%��������� ��,�#0��1���.���������������������������������

��������������'������� �������������������#��	��&'��������������������������������������

��������������������2����� ���3�����

�����������4��/'��#����������������#�������� ���*+,�5������������,�4����������������������������

-��������+����#��3�����+����#�0 ���,��#�5������������������������������#��������������������
������$��+����#�����4�+����#�0 ���3�����

������

���	��
�����������������!����6��'�0����0�%������0 �
�������7�,��#�8���������������!����������������������������������

�$������������9����������,������4 
�������7��*+,�:���������������0�������������

�������-������;���������%�������*�������0 �
�������7�,�#0��������#��6��#��������������������������

*����������/���������#��������#� �
�������7�,��#�������#������������������������4�����������

�������/�����#����������#��������#� �
�������7�"�#$�����!����������������������������#����������

�����*����,������#�*�'����#��������#� �
�������7�,��#�/�#�$��#��<���������#�����#�������������

��

mailto:baroness.eplaheimr@gmail.com
mailto:baron.eplaheimr@gmail.com
mailto:seneschal.eplaheimr@gmail.com
mailto:exchequer.eplaheimr@gmail.com
mailto:eplaheimr.moas@gmail.com
mailto:chronicler.eplaheimr@gmail.com
mailto:signet.eplaheimr@gmail.com
mailto:uisneachherald.eplaheimr@gmail.com
mailto:seneschal.cluainoir@gmail.com
mailto:coussotyann@gmail.com
mailto:marinapostir@gmail.com
mailto:roborourke@gmail.com
mailto:sheriffeiscirairgead@gmail.com
mailto:aodhanhudson@gmail.com



